
Our Salvation & Surrender Testimonies 

 

About us: 

     LaVaughn and I have been married since 

January of 1991 and have been blessed with three 

beautiful children, who are now adults and serving 

the Lord. Soon after we were saved, God began to 

burden our hearts for teenagers who were at risk of 

falling into the life pattern of juvenile offenders. 

Over the years, God has used a variety of vocations 

and ministry opportunities to prepare us for 

mission’s work in Juvenile Justice Centers. 

     Our service to the Lord began in 1994 at Elkhorn 

Baptist Church in Baker City, OR. During this time, 

I worked in a correctional facility as a Deputy 

Sheriff and surrendered to full-time ministry. My 

wife and I prepared ourselves for the ministry 

through Baptist Bible Institute in our local church. 

Chip’s testimony: 

      I was saved in March of 1994 in the living room 

of my home during a Bible study and was baptized 

later that year at Elkhorn Baptist Church.  Shortly 

after, God called me into full-time ministry. After 

preparing for the ministry, the Lord called me to 

plant a church in Nampa, Idaho where I pastored 

from 2003 to 2009.   

     From 2009 to 2016, I pastored Cross Timbers 

Baptist Church in Klamath Falls, Oregon where I 

had the opportunity to minister to at-risk youth as 

principal in an alternative school and the local 

juvenile detention facility. As I ministered to at risk 

youth, my burden grew until I could no longer focus 

on the pastorate. Therefore, I knew that I must 

surrender to the mission work of bringing the 

Gospel to at-risk youth on a full-time basis.  

 

LaVaughn’s Testimony: 

     I was not raised in a Christian home and did not 

realize my need for a Savior until the age of 21 in 

January 1994. Already married with a one-year- old 

daughter, I accepted Jesus Christ as my savior and 

began my Christian walk. Shortly after salvation, I 

was baptized at Elkhorn Baptist Church and began 

serving the Lord immediately. As I began to serve 

God, I became burdened for troubled teens and 

longed to minister to them in some way. However, I 

was content with learning and growing as a new 

Christian while I waited on the Lord to reveal His 

plan of service in my life to at-risk youth. 

     I surrendered to full-time Christian service, 

along with my husband, in 1996 and served in the 

ministry as my husband pastored from 2003 to 

2016. Although I enjoyed serving the Lord in many 

areas while my husband was pastoring, my burden 

for troubled teens continued to grow. Furthermore, 

during these years, God used me to minister to 

troubled teens and at-risk youth in a variety of 

ways. Among these included teaching as a 

substitute teacher in public high schools and 

working in a transitional home for teen girls where I 

took the opportunity to share the Gospel and 

witness for Christ. 

     I am excited about ministering with my husband 

in Juvenile Detention Centers in order to spread the 

Gospel to teens who are about to enter their adult 

lives without Christ. These teens have no hope and 

are in desperate need of someone who will not only 

introduce them to the Savior, but also help them 

grow in the Lord. The future of these kids depends 

on those who are willing to go to them in their time 

of need and spend the hours it takes teaching them 

about our great God in order to see changed lives. I 

praise God for trusting us with this ministry! 

 


